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Dear Friends,  
It is hard to believe that we are nearing our 2nd birthday! Some days it feels like we’ve been here 

advocating for Passaic County’s abused and neglected children forever and other days it feels like 
we opened just yesterday. Either way, all of us here at Passaic County CASA are thankful each day 

that we have the ability to speak up for one of our children in court or the foster care system.  
 

We’ve recently reached a number of milestones that I’d like to share with you! 

-Hiring our 5th staff member 
-Graduating our 6th training class 
-Serving more than 50 children! 

 
How exciting! If you are not already personally involved with CASA, I encourage you to 

stand up and help speak up for our children! Regardless if you are a volunteer advocate, an 
office helper, or a Friend of CASA Fundraiser, you are making a lifelong difference for our 

most vulnerable citizens.  

 
 Thank you all for your ongoing support and dedication to our children.  

 
Yours in Service,  

Erica Fischer 

 

 

 

 

  

Ready to Speak up for a Child?  

Join Spring Training! 

April 15- May 27 

Wednesday Evenings 5:30-8:30 

Call Nick at 973-832-4002 for more info 



2nd Annual Comedy Beefsteak and Silent Auction Night 

 

 

Board of Trustees President, MariLou Parkinso and Executive 

Director , Erica Fischer present the 2009 Community 

Partnership Award to Darren Carfano, who accepted the award 

on behalf of Columbia Bank. 

 

 

 

Paterson, NJ – February 18 marked the coming of the second annual Passaic County CASA 

Beefsteak Comedy Night and silent auction. Silent auction items varied from the mundane to the 

exotic. There were stuffed animal baskets and international travel, as well as portraits and oil 

paintings and batting practice.  

When all was said and done, there were 125 items in the silent auction with all of the proceeds 

benefitting the CASA mission. 

Over 100 people attended the Beefsteak, a myriad of bread, beef, beer, soda, anti-pasta and penne 

pasta topped off with dessert and coffee, began at  6 pm. 

Paterson’s Brownstone also offered a perfect space for the comedy styling of John Pizzi who 

unbeknownst to his chest of puppets spared no one, including our own Outreach Coordinator Nick 

Wallwork, from his brand of comedy. Judge Miguel de la Carrera showed his good sportsmanship as 

he became a volunteer magician and comedian. We surely haven’t seen this side of the Judge in the 

courtroom! 

Passaic County CASA was proud to grant their 2009 Community Partnership Award to Columbia 

Bank for all they’ve given to the CASA mission.  President of the Board MariLou Parkinson and 

Executive Director Erica Fischer presented the award (below). 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Saturday, August 8, 2009 

CASA Softball Tournament and Volunteer Family Picnic 

                      Goffle Brook Park, Hawthorne, NJ 



 

Congratulations Volunteer FALL 2008 Class! 

 

 
 

Honorable Judge Ronald Sokalski with the Fall 2008 Class of CASA Volunteers 

 

We are excited to welcome 18 more advocates to the CASA family!  

 

Kitty Piparo 

Ray DuPlain 

MaryBeth Meyer 

Catherine Czar 

Catherine Becker 

Shari Theaman 

Helen Pandis 

Al Marcus 

Jon Westock 

Marie Caporaso 

Linda Green 

Debbie Wahba 

Melissa Sullivan 

Lorna Carroll 

Peggy Topczij 

Carol Preus 

Marilyn Smith 

 
Volunteers Cathy Czar, Carol Preus, MaryBeth Meyer, Melissa Sullivan and Sheri Theaman making their 

commitment during swearing in. 



 

Advocates of the Month 
 

December ~ Ellie Weiner     

Her commitment to her case is evident and she has played an integral part in 
having her CASA child moved to a more appropriate placement.  Ellie is always pushing for the best for her  
/!{! ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ ƴƻ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ŀ Ǝreat deal to the success of her advocacy, 
 ensuring her CASA child has not fallen through the cracks.  
She is unflappable, when she has a task before her. Ellie remains focused and good humored while always keeping  
the best intentions of the child in the forefront of her mind. She calls, emails, and remains in a seemingly constant  
dialogue with her case supervisor who finds it refreshingΦ !ǎ ŀ aƻƳΣ 9ƭƭƛŜΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦƛƴŘǎ ǘƛƳŜ 
for CASA. 

  

January~ Barbara Perlmutter 

 Barbara Perlmutter is our January Advocate of the month. She is the first of any Passaic County 
CASA advocate whose case has ended with a successful adoption. Her original sibling set began with a rough start 
however her tenacity and even temper allowed for the case to be clarified. 
When CASA received the referral for the younger of the two siblings in her case,  from the file, it seemed that he was 
limited to a life in residential facilities. When Barbara visited, she found an alert child with name recognition and 
dexterityΦ .ŀǊōŀǊŀΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǿ ŜƴǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
everything is in line for this child to be adopted when a family is located.  

Barbara has been remarkably tempered through rough seas and dedicated to the CASA mission. Congratulations! 

February~ Cathy Czar 

/ŀǘƘȅ /ȊŀǊΩǎ ǘŜƴŀŎƛƻǳǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ŦƭŀǿǎΦ  IŜǊ 
monthly reports are done on time and more than thorough.  Cathy manages the difficult task of keeping perspective 
while getting the job done without ever being pushed around. Once her first case was given to her, Cathy was in touch 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ тн ƘƻǳǊǎΦ  !ǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŘƻŜǎΣ /ŀǘƘȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
her case supervisor and continually stays on top of every party involved with her case.  
Attention to every bit of detail and her awareness of how important they could be is what makes Cathy Czar our 
Advocate for the month of February. Congrats Cathy! 



 
New Staff Additions to our CASA Family!  

Gina Cherry joined Passaic County CASA in February as the new part time Case Supervisor. Gina comes 

to us with a wealth of knowledge of the child welfare and legal systems. Gina worked as an Assistant 
District Attorney in Pennsylvania for several years prosecuting child abuse cases before moving to NJ 
recently.  Gina received her JD from Widener University. We are so glad to have Gina on board with us!  
 

Nick Wallwork is certainly nƻǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŦŀŎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅΗ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ 

ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊǊŜƭƭ CǳƴŘΣ bƛŎƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘƛǊŜŘ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘ ǘƛƳŜ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΦ bƛŎƪΩǎ 
responsibilities include volunteer recruitment, training, inservices and public relations. With a strong 
background in political science and community organizing, Nick is sure to be the cause of some large 
volunteer training classes this year! Nick is a new graduate from William Paterson University.  Nick is a great 
resource for CASA! 
 

CASA Bowl a Thon 

 
Advocate Marilyn Smith and her family at the CASA Family Bowl a Thon in December. On 8 lanes at Garden Palace Lanes 
in Clifton, CASA volunteers, staff, family and friends enjoyed a great day of fellowship! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 
Want to Help CASA, but donõt have the time to be an advocate? 
 
You can help Passaic County CASA by taking part in some unique and easy fundraisers! For more information 
on any of these opportunities, please call us at 973-832-4002. 
 
GoodSearch.com and GoodShop.com- GoodSearch.com (powered by Yahoo) is like any other search engine, 
but each time you search approximatly 1 cent goes to CASA. With how often we all spend on the Internet, this 
ŀŘŘǎ ǳǇΗ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ άtŀǎǎŀƛŎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /!{!έ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΦ !ƭǎƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ DƻodShop.com where you can 
shop any of hundreds of retailers, pay the same as always would, but a portion will come to CASA.  
 
Ink Cartridges- Through a great new partnership with Cartidge World, you can help CASA both when you are 
buying Ink Cartridges and disposing of them. By purchasing through the CASA- Cartridge World, 5 % of your 
purchase goes to support CASA.  Collecting your used cartridges will also provide a donation to CASA for each 
one! For more information, on purchasing or setting up a business account- Contact Ray DuPlain at 201-741-
4073. You can also drop off cartiridge to the CASA office at any time. 
 
Make a donation- By making a donation, you are making a lifelong difference in the life of an abused and 
neglected child. Donations may be sent to Passaic County CASA, Inc. at 573 Valley Road, Suite 2, Wayne, NJ 
07470.  



CASAõs Shopping List 

 
Passaic County CASA, Inc. is  a 501(c)3 not-for-ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ŀƴ ƛǘŜƳΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ Ƙŀǎ 

ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀ άǿƛǎƘ ƭƛǎǘέ ƻŦ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘat are needed. These resources help CASA complete our mission of providing for a corps 

of trained volunteers who work to ensure that needed services and assistance are made available to children in out of 

home placement while helping move them toward safe and permanent homes. 

Gas gift cards 

3 Dry erase boards 

Trash bags 

Digital camera 

Restaurant/deli/supermarket to sponsor training, i.e.; food and snacks for CASA volunteers during training classes. 

Computers 

Computer Audio Speakers 

Postage Stamps 

Training refreshments (chips, drinks, plastic ware, cups, plates, etc.) 

Post-it pads 
Cases of water 
DƛŦǘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΩǎΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜǎ όƳƻǾƛŜǎΣ Ŧŀǎǘ ŦƻƻŘΣ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘǎΣ ƳǳǎƛŎκǘƻȅ 

stores, iTunes, malls)  
Folding chairs 
 

 If you would like to buy any of the items listed above as a gift for the Passaic County CASA Organization, or know 

someone who would like to donate any of the items to help us complete our mission, please contact the office directly.  

Thank you! 

CASA In a NutShell 
 

The CASA program was created in 1977 to make sure that the abuse and neglect that these children 

originally suffered at home doesnõt continue as abuse and neglect at the hands of the system.  A CASA is 

a trained community volunteer who is appoin ted by a juvenile or family court judge to speak for the best 

interest of children who are brought to the attention of the court.  CASA volunteers are assigned to out -of-

home placement cases where an abused and neglected child has been removed for protecti on from the care 

of his or her parents. The CASA concept is based on the commitment that every child has the right to a 

safe, permanent home.  In court jurisdictions that have adopted the program, the juvenile or family court 

judge turns to a specially tra ined pool of CASA volunteers each time a case involving a child is received.  

By handling only one or two cases at a time (compared to a Division of Youth and Family Services 

caseworkerõs average load of 20-50), the CASA volunteer has the time to explore th oroughly the history of 

each assigned case.  The volunteer talks with the child, parents and family members, neighbors, school 

officials, doctors and others involved in the childõs background who might have facts about the case.  The 

volunteer then reviews  all records and  documents pertaining to the child.  He or she then submits a 

formal report to the court, recommending placement:  should the child stay with his or her parents, be 

placed in foster care, or be freed for permanent adoption. If the court lea ves the child in temporary care, 

the CASA volunteer provides continuity by staying on the case until it is permanently resolved.  



  

573 Valley Road, Suite 2 
Wayne, NJ 07470 
973-832-4002 
Fax- 973-706-8892 
Info@passaiccountycasa.org 

 

 

The Value Of a CASA  

 

 
Ten little CASAs standing in a line. One disliked the work, and then there were nine.    

  

Nine ambitious CASAs offered to work late. One forgot her promise, and then there were eight.                                                                                                                                            

  

Eight creative CASAs had ideas good as heaven, one lost enthusiasm, then there were seven.                                                                                                                                        

                       

Seven loyal CASAs got into a  fix, they missed several appointments, and then there were six.                                                                                                                                             

                            

Six CASAs remained with  spirit and drive, one moved away, and then there were five.  

  
Five steadfast CASAs wished there were more, one become indifferent, and then there were four.                                                                                  

                                                                      

Four cheerful CASAs who never disagree, 'til one complained, and then there were three.  

  

Three eager CASAs, what do they do? One got discouraged, then there were two.           

  

Two lonely CASAs - our rhyme is nearly done, one joined a bridge club, and then there was one.                                                                                                                                                      

                

One faithful CASA was feeling rather blue - Met with a neighbor and then there were two.                                                                                                                                       

  

Two earnest CASAs each one cont acted one more - Doubling their number, then there were four.                                                                                                                                  

  

Four determined CASAs just couldn't wait, 'til  each won another and there were eight.  

  

Eight excited CASAs signed up 16 more.  
 

In another six verses, there'll be a thousand twenty - four!  

 

Recruit a Friend to be a CASA today!  
(Any volunteer/board member/Friend of CASA who refers two 

potential volunteers who apply and begin training will receive a $25 
gift card!)  

 

Staff 

Executive Director 

Erica Fischer 

Case Supervisor 

Megan Hein 

Case Supervisor 

Gina Cherry 

Development Assistant 

Lou Arias 

Outreach Coordinator 

Nick Wallwork 

Board of Trustees 

President 

MariLou Parkinson 

Vice President 

Robin See 

Treasurer 

Irv Gertner 

Secretary 

Kathie Grifone 

 

Dawn Norman 

[ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ άtŀǘέ YǊŀƳŜǊ 

Robert Guarasci 

Pinkaki Chakabarty 

Janice Erzmoneit 

 


